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Science Fair: 
Welcome Parents

Dear Parents and Guardians, 
It is time to start thinking about Science Fair! Your child is going to solve his or her own science mystery by doing a science project, a mandatory assignment for his or her science class.

Why do we do Science Fair? By participating in Science Fair your child has the chance to pick his or her own science project questions, from the physics of making music to the biology of tide pool animals. He or she will have the chance to experience the joy of discovery! A science project, through its challenge, is truly a real-world experience in innovation, similar to what scientists and engineers do every day.
Partners? Students will be working on projects individually or with up to 2 partners (groups of 3). If your student chooses to work with a partner(s) they will have to sign a Partner Contract which states, in part, that they agree to work with their partner throughout the whole project, that they will split the assignments equitably, and that they understand that they are expected to turn in a project that reflects the work of two people. Please discuss the pros and cons of working with a partner with your student before they make that decision.

How does this work? When starting a science project, a student chooses a Question he or she would like to answer. Then, he or she does targeted library and Web research to gain the background information needed to come up with a hypothesis and design an Experiment! After writing a research report called an Annotated Bibliography to summarize this background research, the student performs an experiment or designs a prototype, draws conclusions, and communicates the results to teachers and classmates. 

[image: image2.png]ENGE
STUFF

Ok




What does the student do? Through time management and project planning, your child will take on the responsibility of completing a project over a five-month period. Your child will discover his or her creativity by brainstorming science project questions and figuring out how to display the process and results. 

What should I do? You and I will provide your child with the support they need to succeed, so that he or she develops enthusiasm for scientific discovery. First, your child will accomplish each step of the project by doing homework assignments. We will review the assignments at key checkpoints (which you can find in the Middle School Science Fair Handbook), so that you won’t face helping your child do a project the last night before the fair. 
What do I need to get? All students need a composition notebook to use as a Science Fair Journal. These can be picked up at Staples or the Dollar Store for $1-$2.  All students receive a Science Fair Folder that will hold all of their science fair information. You will need to make sure that they keep it or replace it if they lose it. During Science Fair students will need materials to do their project. You can find many of these materials in local stores, online, or by talking to Ms. Aeschlimann well in advance of when the materials are needed. If you know that you do not have the budget for an expensive project, don’t worry! Many projects can be done for little or no money at all and have had GREAT results. 

To get started: Please read through the Middle School Science Fair Handbook (online @ www.MsAScienceOnline.weebly.com) and maybe even research some project ideas with your student (one good website for this is ScienceBuddies.org). 

If you have any questions, please check the class website @ www.MsAScienceonline.weebly.com, email me at aaeschlimann@revere.mec.edu,or phone at 1 (781) 388-3500. 

Thank you in advance,

Andrea E. Aeschlimann MEd
RMA 6th and 7th Grade Science

