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“turning into stone.
Petrified fossils form when
‘minerals replace all or part
of an organism.

Water is ful of dissolved
‘minerals. It seeps through
the layers of sediment to
reach the dead organism.
When the water evaporates,
only the hardened minerals
are left behind.

Al living things contain an
element called carbon.

When an organism dies
andis buried in sediment,
the materials that make up
the organism break down.
Eventually, only carbon
remains.

‘The thin layer of carbon
left behind can show an
organism's delcate parts,
like leaves on a plant.
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A mold forms when hard parts of an
organism are buried in sediment,
such as sand, sit, or clay.

‘The hard parts completely dissolve
over time, leaving behind a hollow
area with the organism's shape.

Acastforms as the result of a mold.

Water vith dissolved minerals and
sediment fils the mold's empty.
spaces.

Minerals and sediment that are eft
inthe mold make a cast.

Acastis the opposite ofits mold.

Some organisms get preserved in or close to their
original states. Here are some ways that can happen.
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Fossil Notes:

Afossil is the preserved remains of a once-
living organism.

Fossils give clues about organisms that lived
long ago. They help to show that evolution
has occurred.

They also provide evidence about how
Earth's surface has changed over time.
Fossils help scientists understand what past
environments may have been like.
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